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Fall 2013

WCSA AlumNEWS
Enjoying a Lifetime Together
The story of Lloyd ’39 and Hazel Wille Steussy ’42
begins with a friendship—one between Lloyd and
Hazel’s brother, who introduced the couple more
than 70 years ago. Since that time the two have enjoyed
a lifetime filled with farming, family, service, travel,
and more.
Lloyd and Hazel met at the West Central School of
Agriculture and married in May of 1943. The two
settled in Foxhome Township in 1946, after Lloyd
returned from serving in the United States Air Corps.
There the Steussys undertook a life-long career in
farming and raised six children—Dale, Leslie, Dennis,
Paula, Paulette, and Bradley. These children have
blessed Lloyd and Hazel with many grandchildren over
the years.
In addition to farming, the Steussys have devoted
countless hours to community service. Hazel taught
for a number of years in addition to acting as leader
of the Riverside Rockets 4-H Club. She has also been
an active member of the Foxhome Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA),
the Wilkin County Extension Board, and the Wilkin
County Homemakers’ Council, where she served as
president. Hazel currently works at the Wilkin County

Food Shelf, distributing food to those in need. She also
volunteers with the American Red Cross Blood Bank.
Lloyd has been an active member of the Foxhome
Lutheran Church and has held several church offices
(as has Hazel). He has also been an active member of
the Foxhome Volunteer Fire Department as well as clerk
of Foxhome Township and Wilkin County assessor.
After retiring from farming and selling their
dairy herd, the Steussys spent time traveling,
eventually seeing all 50 states. In 2007 they moved to
Breckenridge, where Hazel lives today; Lloyd entered
a nursing home in 2010. In May of this year, the two
celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary as well as
Lloyd’s 94th birthday.

New Board Members and Officers Elected
During the annual meeting of the WCSA
Alumni Association at the 2013 All-School
Reunion, Jim Dewey ’54 and Eldon “Tex”
Larson ’55 were re-elected to serve second
terms on the board. Donna Mecklenburg ’58
was elected to a first term.
Mecklenburg fills a seat vacated by Kay
Noble Mariotti ’58. The WCSA Alumni
Association thanks Mariotti for her years of
service to the organization.
Current officers are President Ted
Storck ’54, Vice President Eldon “Tex”
Larson ’55, Treasurer Jim Dewey ’54, and
Secretary Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61.

Seated: Janice Berg
Arneson ’55, Diane
Jerpseth Madsen ’62,
Donna
Mecklenburg ’58,
and Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61. Standing: Eldon
“Tex” Larson ’55, Ted Storck ’54, Jim Dewey ’54, Wilbur
Grunewald ’63, and John Peternell ’60.

Greetings from the
Director of
Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving
The 2013 All-School
Reunion marked the
fifty-year celebration of
the Class of 1963, the final graduating WCSA
class. Our wish is to continue offering Aggies
affordable and accessible reunions, so we are
seeking your input on the best way to continue
the tradition of hosting the annual all-school
reunion. The alumni board of directors will
review the responses to determine what changes,
if any, will be implemented for future reunions.
Please complete the survey enclosed in this
issue of AlumNEWS, and send it at your earliest
convenience to Carla Riley, 106 Welcome Center,
University of Minnesota, Morris, 600 East 4th
Street, Morris Minnesota 56267.
During the annual meeting on July 20, 2013,
Jim Dewey ’54 and Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55 were
re-elected to serve a second term on the alumni
board, and Donna Mecklenburg ’58 was elected
to her first term. Donna fills a seat vacated by
Kay Noble Mariotti ’58, and we thank Kay for
her service. Board officers were elected during
the September 30, 2013 board meeting and
are as follows: President Ted Storck ’54, Vice
President Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, Treasurer
Jim Dewey ’54 and Secretary Patricia Lesmeister
Nelson ’61.
The north courtyard project behind the
Welcome Center is nearing completion. We are
working to secure an appropriate sculpture as the
center focal point of the courtyard. Spring is the
anticipated completion time for the project, and
we look forward to dedicating the space during
the summer reunion on July 19, 2014. For more on
this project, see page 3.
You can call or email me anytime with
questions, concerns, or just to say hello. I always
enjoy hearing from alumni and can be reached at
320-589-6394 or rileycj@morris.umn.edu.

Carla Riley ’85

Campus Accolades

• For the third consecutive year, the University of
Minnesota, Morris has been named a Military
Friendly School by Victory Media. This list honors
the top 15 percent of colleges that support American
military service members and veterans as students.
• U.S. News and World Report has again named Morris one
the nation’s Top 10 Public Liberal Arts Colleges.
This is the fifteenth consecutive year in which
Morris has been included on this list.
• Morris has been named a College of Distinction for
the 2013–2014 school year. This designation is given
to select schools to honor their excellence in
student-focused higher education.
• Washington Monthly has named Morris one of its “Best
Bang for the Buck” schools. Morris was the most
highly ranked Minnesota school and one of eight
“Standout Best-Bang for-the-Buck” schools.
• Winds of Change magazine has again named Morris one
of top 200 colleges for American Indian students.
Morris was selected for graduating a high percentage
of Native American undergraduates and hosting a
vibrant, supportive American Indian community.
• Morris is one of Sierra magazine’s top 40 “Cool
Schools” for 2013. The ranking lists universities
that lead sustainability initiatives and make an effort
to protect and preserve the environment.
• Morris has again been included in Forbes magazine’s
listing of “America’s Top Colleges.” Among nonmilitary institutions for which figures were reported,
Morris ranked eighth-lowest in cost nationally and
fourth-lowest in the Midwest.
• Morris has been named one of the country’s best
and most interesting colleges and universities by
Fiske Guide to Colleges. It is featured in the 2014 edition
of the college guide.

Greetings from the
Alumni Association
President

Morris Excels in Effectiveness
and Efficiency

The Midwestern Higher Education Compact
(MHEC), a twelve-state, nonprofit higher-education
alliance, has named the University of Minnesota,
Morris a statewide leader in new measures of efficiency
and effectiveness. In recent working papers, MHEC
rated Morris the most effective and most efficient
public four-year school in Minnesota, based on the
six-year graduation rate.
According to Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson,
Morris’s success lies in its ability to graduate a diverse
student population at a higher rate than expected.
The Minneapolis Star Tribune agreed, writing, “The
University of Minnesota, Morris stands out among
the state’s public four-year institutions for generating
more grads than expected at a good price.”
Founded in 1991, MHEC contributes to the
vitality of the Midwest by enhancing member states’
ability to maximize higher education opportunity and
performance through collaboration and
resource sharing.

Another successful
reunion was held this past
July, and we look forward
to our 2014 reunion.
There were 134 people in
attendance this year, which is down from 2001
when 277 people registered. In 2010, our biggest
recent year, 255 came to campus. It is expected the
attendees will decrease as more Aggies age and can’t
attend. If you were not at the 2013 reunion or did
not fill out a survey on future reunions, look for it
in this issue, and please let us know your thoughts.
The surveys filled out at the reunion revealed
that 97 percent of responders want to keep the
reunions going. As to changing the reunion,
39 percent said they prefer the present full-day
reunion, while 37 percent prefer afternoons only,
and 24 percent said either is fine with them.
There was some talk of moving the reunions
to a Friday instead of Saturday. To this question,
53 percent said they do not care, while 33 percent
said no, and 14 percent said yes. There were also
written responses, including a request for “free
beer and dancing girls.” Others suggested musical
talent at the program or other entertainment.
It is likely the 2014 reunion will continue
much as this past reunion, but expect major
changes in 2015. Again, fill out the survey.

Ted Storck ’54, president

North Courtyard Renovation Update
The north courtyard beautification project is progressing
nicely. The space now sports ample bench seating and native
flowering plants, providing an atmosphere in which visitors
and friends can relax and reminisce. Adjoining the courtyard
is the Morris Legacy Walk, a personalized pathway inaugurated
in 2007 as the University’s first Senior Class Legacy project.
Both efforts are part of ongoing endeavors to enhance
the campus.
Although University staff and the WCSA Alumni
Association Board of Directors are pursuing a new sculpture
option, they plan to dedicate the courtyard at the 2014 WCSA
All-School Reunion. Look for additional information in the
next issue of AlumNEWS.

2013 All-School Reunion Scrapbook
The following was submitted by Anne Hansen,
retired University catering staff. She heard the
poem at a high-school reunion gathering and
wanted to share it with all the Aggies she met
while serving WCSA all-school reunions:
“It was my class reunion, and all
through the house
I checked in the mirror and begged
my poor spouse
To say I looked great, that my chin
wasn’t double,
And he lied through false teeth just
to stay out of trouble.
Said that ‘neath my thick glasses,
my eyes hadn’t changed.
And I had the same figure,
just a mite rearranged.
He said my skin was still silky,
although looser in drape.
Not so much like smooth satin,
but more like silk crepe.
I swallowed his words hook, sinker,
and line
And entered the banquet hall feeling
just fine.
Somehow I’d expected my classmates
to stay
As young as they were on that
long-ago day
We’d hugged farewell hugs.
But like me through the years,
They’d added gray to their hair or
pounds to their rears.
But as we shared a few memories
and retold some class jokes,
We were 18 in spirit, though we
looked like our folks.
We turned up hearing aids and
turned down the light,
Rolled back the years and were young
for the night.”

July 20, 2013
Deanna Gotschall,
Ardis Nelson Gotschall ’43

Phil Aune ’46, Avy Miller Gray ’47, Bernice
Norenberg Erdahl ’43, Evelyn Weisel Halvorson ’43, Alfred Halvorson
Cla ss of 1948
Back row: Lester Hanson,
Ronald Hervey, Ralph Sperr ,
Harold Blakesley
Front row: Arloa Zahrbock
Larson, Harriet Goerdt
Marquardt, Jeanne Hahn
Swartz

Cla ss of 1953
Front row: Bernard Miller, Wally Redfield, Orville Brunkow, Vernon
Loose ’52, Etler Jensen, Virginia Hutchens Koenen, Ardean Hauschild.
Back row: Ronald Schoephoerster, Kermit Stahn, Myron Lofquist, Irene
Goerke Weeding, John Hutchens, Shirley Schultz Currey, Earl Hamer,
Gaylan Evavold, Burton Johnson, Martha Miller Smith, George Libbon,
Bill Nigg, Floyd Eliason

WCSA Winter
Gatherings in
Warm Places

Aggie Spou se s!
Back row: Bev Loose, Alice Greene, Shirley Libbon,
Karen Stahn, Arlyn Lampert, Dorothy Hutchens
Front row: Mary Evavold, Joann Nigg, Darlene Hauschild,
Leola Eliason

Cla ss of 1958
Back row: LeRoy Stark, David Kosen, Bob McAloney,
Dean Travland, James Borowski, Bob Lanners
Front row: Doug Fiedler, Robert Meis

Cla ss of 1963 50th reu nion
Back row: Les Wolff, Tony Staebler, Ted Hegseth,
Darwin Danielson
Front row: Bev Struxness, Will Grunewald

Whether you are a year-round
resident of Texas or Arizona, a
winter snowbird, or a visitor to
the Southwest, you are invited to
attend these West Central School
of Agriculture Alumni Association
warm-weather get-togethers.
ARIZONA
The Arizona WCSA All-School
Winter Reunion is planned for
Monday, February 10, 2014. Gather
at 12 p.m. for conversation and a
meal at the ViewPoint RV and Golf
Resort (8700 East University Drive,
Mesa, AZ 85207). All are welcome.
To make your reservation, contact
Ardean Hauschild ’53 at
azdlph@gmail.com or
480-373-1444. If you make a
reservation, please do attend—the
resort charges for all reservations.
Directions: From US 60, exit on
Soussaman Road, north about
three miles to University; right on
University; and left on Hawes Road.
The resort is on Hawes Road.
TEXAS
WCSA alumni and guests are also
invited to gather for an informal
winter Texan gathering on
Wednesday, February 19, 2014, at
11:30 a.m. at Gatti’s (4100 North
Second Street, McAllen, TX 78504).
No need to RSVP—just mark your
calendars and join the fun!
For more information, call LaVonne
Dupree ’59 at 701-640-4991.

Class Notes

Lloyd ’39 and Hazel Wille Steussy ’42, Breckenridge,
celebrated their 70th anniversary in May. For more on their
story, see the front page of this newsletter.
Ned Dickey ’43 is living in Rio Verde, Arizona, and
visited Montana over the summer.
Wendell Shiell ’47 writes: “On April 15, 2013, I
retired for about the eighth time, this time from The
American Lutheran Church in Sun City, Arizona, as
visitation pastor. I did this so Ruth and I could move
to Richfield. This brings us close to five or six adult
children and their families (all from ten minutes to
one-and-a-half hours from us). Our oldest son is
a pastor in New Port, Florida, where he has three
married children and six grandchildren. About one
year ago this October, one of our granddaughters was
ordained into the ELCA and serves in Los Gatos,
California. Her husband is also an ELCA pastor and
serves as campus pastor at Stanford, California. We
are very happy in our new Gramercy Park Cooperative,
which looks out over Woodland Lake Park and
museum. One of my volunteer jobs here is to drive
members to whatever their needs are on Wednesdays.
Stop in and see me. My phone is 612-886-1029 and
cell 623-262-2310.”

Lois Swift Johnson ’49, Cottonwood, Arizona, writes:
“We took an Amtrak trip to Boston last fall. The only
way to go! The fall foliage was lovely, and the Rockwell
Museum was worth seeing on our 80th birthdays.
I still correspond with two former roommates at
WCSA. We own a home here in Cottonwood, Arizona,
and live here except when traveling. I would love
to hear from any old classmates. I enjoy pictures of
friends in the News. ”

Members of the class of 1950 got together for lunch
at Mabel Murhpy’s in Fergus Falls to discuss allschool reunions, among other things.
Front row: Duane Kolle, Audrey Rinke Jackson,
Janice Dewey Walkup. Back row: Betty Norman
Anderson, Donna Evavold Sonmor, JoAnn Redfield
Anderson, Judy Klicker Anderson.
Joan Bauman Bruer ’51 writes: “After over 57 years on
the farm, Myron and I bought a townhouse in Morris
and moved in at the end of May. We kept our farmland,
and some of the family will use the farmstead. I like
living in town, course some of you may remember I
must have said 25 times a day that I would never marry
a farmer. I had five brothers and five sisters, and it
seemed like we had to work so hard on the farm when we
were youngsters. So, lo and behold, I was the only one in
the family who married a farmer. We rented farms for a
few years and then bought one south of Alberta and lived
there the last 40 years. After high school I worked for
Dr. Jorgenson in a dentist office for two years and then
went to Minneapolis and took a year of nurse’s training.
I worked as an LPN at the Morris Hospital for 24 years
and then our sons went off to college, so I quit to help
Myron with the farming.
We raised two sons; one’s a superintendent of
schools and the other a Lutheran Pastor. We also
had two daughters; one’s an RN, and the other
owns her own beauty shop in the Cities. We have
11 grandchildren and one great grandson. Our
granddaughter from Brooklyn Park is a junior at
Morris majoring in elementary education. So great to
have family walking the same path I walk.
I guess I must say we had a good life. We are both
fairly healthy and have done lots of traveling since
retirement in 1996. We have spent the last 14 years
wintering in Arizona. I have wonderful memories of
my years at WCSA and have kept in contact with many
friends. It certainly gave us a great foundation to live
out our lives.”

Dave Schmit ’51, Scottsdale, Arizona, writes, “We are
renting a townhouse in Eden Prairie, near our kids...
returning to Scottsdale, Arizona, October 1. Greetings
to all Aggies, especially class of ’51.”

WCSA Class of 1956 75th Birthday Celebration
Thirty-four Aggies gathered in Fergus Falls this August
for a 75th birthday bash.

Peter Torvik ’56 writes: “As we both turn 75 this fall,
it was time to give up taking care of our country home
with the seven acres of woods, orchards, and gardens.
So we have moved into a ‘planned urban development’
in the city. Not really a downsize, as the footage around
2900 is essentially the same as the house in the country,
but I lose my 30 x 40 foot pole barn, a garden shed, a
greenhouse, and lots of basement space for my stuff. So
lots of it (including six boats and canoes, four outboard
motors, a 1948 Ferguson tractor, two plows, disk, blade,
bush hog, dirt scoop, etc.) had to go to an auction.
Lots and lots of tools and sporting goods also had to go.
Pain. But the homeowners’ association will now mow the
grass, plow the snow, refinish the outside of house, and
be responsible for the roof. It will also cut our driving
in half, and I won’t have to fire up the six-volt tractor
and spend two hours plowing driveway every time we get
more than four inches of snow. Now, if I can just find a
buyer for the country place by Xenia!”

Pictured from the class of 1956 are: Seated: Ruby
Sivertson Torkelson, Jane Vogt Fuhrman, LaVonne
Van Wechel Fischer, Marcella Knopp Hausauer,
Shirley Hagen Wendland, Janice Finberg Frazier,
and Arleen Stock Dosdall. Standing: Ernie Vaala,
Douglas Glesne, Stanley Skogen, Eugene Fuhrman,
Clifford Volkmann, Bob Raatz, Paul Vogt, George
Henry, Larry Soliah, Verdell Berger, Alden
Ellingson, Loren Maahs, and Allen Albertson

Marvin Jensen ’58 writes, “Still actively farming.
Corn and soybeans only. Enjoy traveling and visiting
family and friends.”
Lyle Peterson ’60 sends us this news: “retired as an
Assistant to the Bishop of the Pacifica Synod (ELCA)
serving congregations in Southern California and
Hawaii in 2007. Moved to a lake near Willmar.
Still spend 4-5 months in the winter in Southern
California.”

Other alumni include:
Sitting: Bob McAloney ’58, Barbara Jorgenson
Albertson ’57, Carol Dewey-Erlandson ’55, Janice
Berg Arneson ’55, Daryl Johnson ’57, Bob
Torkelson ’55, and Richard Sivertson ’55. Standing:
Bob Meis ’58, Dave Arneson ’55, Gurvin
Femrite ’55, Jim Dewey ’54, Lyle Maanum ’55,
Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, and Russell Erlandson ’54

Fondly Remembered
Lester Christenson ’36, Bayport, passed away
February 2013.

Wilbur Belshaw ’40, Montevideo, passed away January
2013.

Edna Gillespie Walker ’38, Baldwin, passed away
May 2013. Some of her hobbies included spending
time with family, crocheting, and gardening. During
World War II she worked as a civil servant at Fort
Benning Army Base in Georgia. In 1942 she married
Howard Walker in Morris. She is survived by her six
children, and many more grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. She was preceded in death by her
husband and a son.

John J. Taffe ’40, Mound, passed away January 2006.
Russell Amundson ’43, Norcross, passed away May
2013. In 1953 he was married to Ione Lindor, and
they had 11 children together. Farm life was one of his
passions, and he loved planting, harvesting, and working
with his family.

Jerome Albrecht ’44, Pelican Rapids, passed away
December 2011. He farmed for 20 years in Minnesota,
later becoming a real estate broker for over 30 years.
He is survived by his wife, Arlene.
Rev. John Stanley Benson ’45, Saint Peter, passed
away August 2013 due to complications of leukemia.
He married Marie Schafer in 1956. On June 21, 1959,
he was ordained in the Augustana Lutheran assembly
at Hartford, Connecticut. Much of his life was spent
overseas doing missionary work. He traveled to the
Philippines, Tanzania—formerly Tanganyika—and
South Africa. In addition to work abroad, he was also
involved in the Kiwanis Club and Saint Peter Chapter
of Habitat for Humanity in Minnesota. He is survived
by his wife, Marie; sons; and a brother.
Arabelle Akerson Cawelti ’46 passed away at her
home in April 2013. She will be remembered for the
hundreds of throws and quilts that she made for the
ladies at the Messiah Church to donate. In 1947 she
married Leon Cawelti and together they eventually
settled on the Cawelti family farm north of Wheaton.
She was a proud member of the Sisseton-Wahpeton
Oyate of the Lake Traverse Reservation tribe. She is
survived by her six daughters and many grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. She is preceded in death by
her parents and her husband.
LaVerne Howard Neuhaus ’47, Benson, passed away
April 2013. He completed 28 years of active military
duty, including service in the Vietnam War, and retired
as a Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Air Force.
After his retirement he returned to Benson, where he
had grown up, and was a member of the local VFW.
Earl L. Paulsen ’50, Olivia, passed away March 2013.
Marion Thompson Davenport ’51, Fergus Falls,
passed away July 2013. She met Don Davenport ’51
while singing eight-part a cappella harmony. They
were united in marriage in 1955, and they lived on the
family century farm. She was very active in the Western
Presbyterian Church, where she frequently played
piano and organ for the choirs and Sunday school. She
also enjoyed gardening, bird watching, cooking, and
spending time with family and friends. She is survived
by her husband, children, and other loving family
members.

Donald Robertson ’53, Kensington, passed away
July 2013. After graduating from WCSA he dairy
farmed with his wife, Mary Ann. In 1957 he served
for two years as a military policeman in the United
States Army, then he returned home to continue
farming. Don and his wife spent time in Glenwood,
where he opened and operated Don’s Super Service,
and Litchfield, but they eventually returned to
Kensington. Don enjoyed farming, auto racing,
horseback riding, and watching the Minnesota Twins
and Vikings. He is survived by his wife, five children,
and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren
Henry Bruns “Buzz” Thieman ’54, Morris, passed
away April 2013. After graduating from WCSA, he served
for two years in the United States Army. He married
his wife, Gail, in 1962, and they raised two daughters
on the family farm. Henry owned and operated West
Central Gravel from 1972 until his death. He was an
active member of the Zion Lutheran Church, and in
his free time he enjoyed watching his grandchildren’s
Little League games. Henry is survived by his wife,
two daughters, three grandchildren, and other family
members. He was preceded in death by his parents.
Irene Erlandson Meis ’55, Fergus Falls, passed
away April 2013. She grew up in rural Fergus Falls
and returned to live in the region after graduating
from WCSA. She lived on a farm near Orwell Dam
with her husband and family where they raised pigs
and various crops. She was a lifelong member of the
Aastad Lutheran Church and a member of the Eagle’s
Auxiliary as well as the American Legion Auxiliary.
She is survived by four children, eight grandchildren,
and other loving friends and family. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Darell ’50; parents; and a
brother.
M. Herbert Johnshoy ’56, Bemidji, passed away May
2013. He worked extensively in construction and ran his
own company, Johnshoy Excavating and Grading. He
also enjoyed following politics, working and spending
time in his shop, farming, visiting with friends, and
telling stories. He is survived by his wife and family.
Owen Sivertson ’56, Dodge City, passed away July
2013, one day before his 75th birthday, after a short
battle with lung cancer. He is survived by his wife,
Sharon, and six children.

In the Spirit of Adventure: Remembering Douglas Lida ’60
Douglas Craig Lida ’60 was born on February 9, 1942, to Clarence and
Virgie Lida. He grew up on a farm near Lowry with his brother, Charles ’57;
the two showed an interest in aviation at an early age. After completing
school at the West Central School of Agriculture, Lida worked a variety of
jobs until starting his first company, Concrete Constructors, at age 24.
Lida met his first wife, Ellie, in 1967, and they married in 1969.
Together the couple opened Lida Construction, Inc. and expanded the
business by building homes, apartment complexes, and duplexes in the
northwest suburbs for the next fifteen years. During this time the family
enjoyed camping and boating throughout the United States, Mexico, and
Canada.
Lida’s business interests grew as he began developing real estate
properties and planned neighborhood developments near Blaine and
Coon Rapids. At this time he met his second wife, Linda, and the two
discovered they had similar professional, personal, and adventurous spirits.
They married in 1988. The couple continued to broaden their apartment
holdings to greater Minnesota and Iowa.
Lida became a charter member of a flying club at Ramsey Airport and logged hundreds of hours in
his Cessna. In 1992, he purchased his second sailboat and made his first trans-Atlantic passage. He and
his family then spent two years in the Mediterranean and 14 years sailing through the Caribbean as well as
South and Central America, ultimately landing in Guatemala. There he and Linda assisted in founding the
orphanage Rayo de Esperanza. Lida continued his travels after moving to Coon Lake in 1997. He included as
many family members and friends as possible on his journeys to the Artic Circle, Antarctica, Turkey, Israel,
China, Japan, and more.
Lida loved adventure and believed in living life to the fullest. He is survived by his wife/first mate, Linda;
children and stepchildren Joy Lida, Brad Lida, Katie (Paul) Klemme, Craig Lida, Kerry Lida, Sherry (John)
Klick and Wendy Brostrom-Elliott; grandchildren and step-grandchildren Micah and Amelia Klemme,
Aiden and Andrew Elliott, and Stephen Klick; and former wife, Ellie Lida.
Jeannette Gulbrandson Smith ’56, Elbow Lake,
passed away June 2013. She enjoyed spending time
with family and friends, cooking, gardening, and
making clothes. She also volunteered her time by
reading to children at the elementary school in Elbow
Lake, working with the American Legion Post 321
Auxiliary, and making quilts for the Dorcas Society
at United Lutheran Church. She is survived by her
husband, children, and other loving family members.
Thilman “Tim” Fronning ’58, Fergus Falls, passed
away July 2013. After graduating from WCSA, he
moved to Santa Anna, California, and served in
the United States Coast Guard Reserves. In 1961 he
married Marilyn Wentler at Trinity Lutheran Church
in Fergus Falls. They lived in California, where
Tim worked at L&M Uniform Company, eventually

becoming vice president of the company. He enjoyed
bowling as well as outdoor activities like camping,
traveling, fishing, and boating. He is survived by his
wife and many other family members.
Faculty/Staff
Bernard E. Youngquist, PhD, Arden Hills, passed
away January 2013. He was a former teacher at WCSA,
the class adviser for the class of 1954, and the proctor
of Spooner Hall. He received a BS, MA, and PhD in
rural education from the University of Minnesota. His
many years of service at the University of Minnesota,
Crookston, are honored by the naming of a garden
and building for him. He is survived by many
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.
Correction: Lester Staples ’48 passed away February 19, 2013,
not February 2012. We apologize for our error.

Class News
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so
please send us your updates! Mail us a letter,
give us a call, or send us an email about
your careers, families, travels, hobbies,
activities, and WCSA memories. We will
include your news in the next AlumnNEWS
issue. The deadline for submission is
March 1, 2014.

WCSA Alumni Garden Planting

2014 WCSA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Located in front of the Education building, the WCSA
Alumni Garden is a gift to the Morris campus from the WCSA
Alumni Association. The garden surrounds a memorial to
WCSA students and alumni who served in World War I, World
War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. Each spring
alumni return to help current students plant flowers there.
Front Row (kneeling): Xavier Walcome ’16, Tom Payne ’60,
Holly Meyer (Carol Pederson-Meyer’s great granddaughter),
LuWanna Hintermeister ’60. Second Row: Raquel
Martinez ’14, Gail Boe ’77, Alexander Frye ’16, Ted Storck ’54,
Carol Pederson-Meyer ’60, David Arneson ’55, Janice Berg
Arneson ’55, Jim Dewey ’54, Erin Shellin Christensen ’05.
Back Row: Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, Evan Reller, Alex Beyer

Monday, February 10, 2014
Arizona Reunion, 12 p.m.
Wednesday, February 19, 2014
Texas Reunion, 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, May 22, 2014
WCSA Garden Planting, 9 a.m.
Board Meeting ,
Immediately after garden planting
Friday, July 11, 2014
WCROC Summer Day
Saturday, July 19, 2014
WCSA Summer Reunion
Thursday, July 31, 2014
WCROC Horticulture Night, 5–9 p.m.

Funding for AlumNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thank
you to those who have given in the past—we
appreciate your support! Checks to fund
AlumNEWS can be made payable to the
University of Minnesota, Morris and sent to
the address below.
WCSA Webpage and Online Editions
The WCSA AlumNEWS is available online
for those interested in receiving it
electronically. If you would prefer to access
the newsletter exclusively online, please
contact us to request that your name be
removed from the conventional mailing
list. The newsletter—along with photos and
a history of the WCSA—can be found online
at morris.umn.edu/WCSA.
AlumNEWS is produced
by the Office of External Relations.
It is available in alternative
formats upon request. Class news,
donations, comments, corrections,
and questions may be directed to:
Carla Riley ’85
Director of Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6394
or rileycj@morris.umn.edu

WCSA Reunion Survey

Please fill out the survey and send it at your earliest convenience to
Carla Riley, 106 Welcome Center, University of Minnesota, Morris,
600 East 4th Street, Morris, Minnesota 56267.
1. Do you want the University of Minnesota, Morris Office of Alumni Relations and
Annual Giving to continue hosting on-campus WCSA all-school reunions?
		

 Yes		

 No

2. If you answered “yes”, how many more years would you consider attending?
		

______________

3. Do you like the current format of having an all-day reunion that includes a brunch,
the annual meeting, and a dinner, or would you prefer to limit the reunion to an
early afternoon luncheon followed by the annual meeting only?
		
		
		

 I prefer a full-day reunion
 I prefer afternoon only
 No preference

4. If you would prefer to limit the reunion to a luncheon followed by the annual meeting,
would you be interested in attending an evening off-campus dinner with your
classmates if one were organized by your classmates?
		

 Yes		

 No

5. Would you be willing to have the traditional reunion date changed from the third
Saturday in July to the third Friday in July instead?
		

 Yes		

 No		

 No preference

6. If you plan to attend reunions, what activities would you like to see included that
are not mentioned above?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
7. Additional Comments
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

WCSA Alumni Association
Board of Directors
Ted Storck ’54, president
19176 North Cathedral Point Court
Surprise, Arizona 85387-8249
623-266-4995
arizonated@cox.net

Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 E 4th St
Morris, MN 56267-2134
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Address Service Requested

Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, vice president
2595 330th Avenue
Rothsay, Minnesota 56579-9209
218-867-2674
Janice Berg Arneson ’55
25587 Nordic Point Drive
Glenwood, Minnesota 56334-3393
320-239-4491
Wilbur Grunwald ’63
9833 Oakland Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55420-5052
952-881-3809
James Dewey ’54, treasurer
707 West Stanton Avenue
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537-2511
218-736-4843
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, secretary
1000 Park Avenue
Morris, Minnesota 56267-1859
320-585-1935
Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, South Dakota 57201-9400
605-753-1645
Donna Mecklenburg ’58
227 Lana Court
Fergus Fall, MN 56537
218-998-4089
John Peternell ’60
35747 County Road 10
Albany, Minnesota 56307-9395
320-845-2334
Legislative Interface and
Fund Raising Committee
Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, Minnesota 56309
218-747-2121
Alumni Garden Committee
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, chair
508 Irving Street
Alexandria, Minnesota 56308
320-763-5814

Morris has officially opened the doors to its newest residence hall,
the Green Prairie Community.
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